	Algal Bloom
An overproduction of algae due to nutrient overload.
	Bioaccumulation
Process by which pollutants build up in the environment through the food web.

	Community
An interacting population of various species in a common location (as in a wetland community).
	Delta
A landform created alluvial deposits at the mouths of rivers or at the mouths of the tidal inlets.

	Ecosystem
An ecological community together with its environment, functioning as a unit.
	Estuary
Regions between rivers and ocean waters where tidal action and river flow create mixing of fresh and salt water. May include bays, mouths of rivers, salt marshes, and lagoons. Important for the shelter and feeding of marine life, birds, and other wildlife.


	Eutrophication
A process affecting waters that are rich in mineral and organic nutrients, whereby plant life (especially algae) proliferates, eventually reducing the dissolved oxygen content and often killing off other organisms.
	Fresh Water
Water which does not contain a significant concentration of salt.


	Hydric Soil
Soils characterized by and showing the effects of, the presence of water.
	Hydrologic Cycle
The circulation of water from the sea, through the atmosphere, to the land, and then back to the sea by overland and subterranean routes, or directly by into the atmosphere by evaporation and transpiration.

	Hydrology
The study of the Earth’s water, including water’s properties, circulation, principles, and distribution.
	Hydrophytic Plant
A plant characterized by its adaptations to the water-saturated environment.

	Impervious
Incapable of being penetrated (e.g., impervious to water)
	Indicator Species
An organism whose prominent presence in an environment serves as a marker for that particular ecosystem.

	Lacustrine
Having to do with lakes
	Nitrate

A salt of nitric acid; a common water pollutant

	Nitrite

Formed from the combination of nitrogen, ammonia, and oxygen. A common water pollutant.
	Nitrogen

A colorless, tasteless, odorless gaseous element that occurs as a constituent of all living tissues.

	Nutrients

Elements or compounds needed for the reproduction, survival, or growth of plants or animals.
	Percolation

The process of filtering or trickling through a porous substance.

	Permeability

The ability of fluids (water) to pass through the pores or interstices of soil.
	pH

A measure of the relative acidity of a solution based on a scale of 1 – 14, where pH 1 is the most acidic, pH 7 is neutral, and pH 14 is the most basic.

	Pocosin

A swamp in the upland coastal region (chiefly in the Southeastern United States).
	Pollutant

An alteration in the character or quality of the environment, or any of its components, that renders it less suited for certain uses. The alteration of the physical, chemical, or biological properties of water by the introduction of any substance that renders the water harmful for use.

	Recharge

The addition of water to rivers or to aquifers by natural infiltration, that tends to raise the water table.
	Restoration

The process of bringing back to existence, or reestablishing, the original condition of a degraded environment.

	Riverine

Associated with rivers, streams, and their floodplains.
	Runoff

An overflow of rainfall that cannot be absorbed by soil and vegetation.

	Sediment

The matter that settles to the bottom of a liquid; material deposited by water, wind, or glaciers.
	Surface Water

Water on or above the surface of the land including lakes, rivers, streams, ponds, flood water, and run off.

	Turbidity

The cloudy appearance of water caused by the presence of suspended or colloidal matter. Technically, turbidity is the optical property of water based on the amount of light reflected by suspended particles.
	Vernal Pool

Temporary freshwater pond that exists in the spring.



	Watershed

The entire land area that contributes surface runoff to a given drainage system.
	Water Table

The upper limit of the portion of the ground wholly saturated with water.

	Wetland

A landform characterized by the presence of water, hydric soils, and hydrophytic vegetation. Often a wetlands form the transition zones between upland and deep-water environments.
	Acid Precipitation
Occurs when sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide react with oxygen, and then moisture, in the atmosphere to produce sulfuric and nitric acids. The environmental effects of acid rain include the acidification of lakes and streams, damage to trees at high altitude, the acceleration of decay in buildings and poorer air quality.

	Aerobic

Pertaining to organisms which liver or are active only in the presence of oxygen.
	Anaerobic

Characterizing organisms able to live and grow only where there is not air or free oxygen, and conditions that exist only in the absence of air or free oxygen.

	Benthic

Referring to organisms that live on the bottom of water bodies.
	Best Management Practices (BMP)

Methods determined by land and water managers to describe land use measures designed to reduce or eliminate nonpoint source pollution.

	Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD)

Measure of oxygen needed to break down organic matter in water. The higher the BOD, the more polluted the water.
	Biodegradable

An organic substance that is quickly broken down by normal environmental processes.

	Buffer

Vegetative area next to a lake, river, stream, or other natural watercourse, left in place to reduce erosion.


	By-product
Materials, other than the intended product, generated as a result of an industrial process.

	Coagulation

In water treatment, the use of chemicals to make suspended solids gather or group together into small flocs.
	Colloidal Matter

Any substance with particles in such a fine state of subdivision dispersed in a medium (for example, water) that they do not settle out, but not in so fine a state of subdivision that they can be said to truly dissolve.

	Dilution

The reduction of the concentration of a substance in air or water.
	Dissolved Oxygen (DO)

The concentration of free molecular oxygen (as a gas) dissolved in water. Adequate concentrations of dissolved oxygen are necessary for the life of fish and other organisms. DO levels are considered the most important and commonly employed measurement of water quality and indicator of a water body’s ability to support desirable aquatic life.

	Effluent

(1) A stream that flows out of a larger stream, lake, or another water body. (2) A waste liquid discharge from a manufacturing or treatment process, in its natural state or partially or completely treated, that discharges into the environment. The outflows of sewage or industrial plants.
	Influent
Water or other liquid flowing into a reservoir, basin, treatment process or treatment plant.

	Leach

To remove soluble or other constituents from a medium by action of a percolating liquid, as in leaching salts from the soil by the application of water.
	Macroinvertebrates

Invertebrate animals (animals without backbones) large enough to be observed without the aid of a microscope or other magnification.

	Maximum Contaminate Level (MCL)

The designation given by the U.S. EPA to water quality standards supported under the Safe Drinking Water Act. The MCL is the greatest amount of a contaminant that can be present in drinking water without causing risk to human health.
	Phreatophyte

Water-loving plants, such as willows.

	Environmental Remediation

Cleanup or other methods used to remove or contain a toxic spill or hazardous material from an impacted area or watershed.
	Secondary Drinking Water Standard

Non-enforceable standards related to the aesthetic quality of drinking water such as those relating to taste and odor; generally set by the U.S. EPA or state water-quality enforcement agencies based on EPA guidance.

	Sludge

The concentrated solid material which has been collected in treatment plants. Sludge must be treated and disposed of with minimum pollution of the air, land, or water. Also, the settleable solids separated from water during processing.
	Stewardship (ecology)

Caring for land and associated resources and maintaining healthy ecosystems for future generations.

	Thermal Pollution

The influx of heated water, usually from a power plant, wastewater from a factory or sewage treatment plant, or the discharge of other industrial cooling water into a stream, lake, bay, or ocean, disturbing the temperature of the given body of water. 
	Erosion

The wearing down or washing away of the soil and land surface by the action of water, wind, or ice.

	Headwaters

The source of a stream.
	Point Source Pollution

Pollutants discharged from any identifiable point, including popes, ditches, channels, sewers, tunnels, and containers of various types.

	Nonpoint Source Pollution
Widespread overland runoff containing pollutants; the contamination does not originate from one location, and pollution discharges over a wide land area.
	Tributary

A stream that contributes its water to another stream or water body.

	Floodplain

Any normally dry land area that is susceptible to being inundated by water from any natural source; usually lowland, adjacent to a stream.
	Concentration

The amount of a specific substance dissolved in another given amount (volume) of another substance.

	Plume

A continuous emission (e.g. silt of industrial dyes) from a point source.
	Water

An odorless, tasteless, colorless liquid made up of a combination of two hydrogen atoms and one oxygen atom. Water forms streams, lakes, and seas, and is the major constituent of all living matter.

	Fecal Coliform

Bacteria in the intestinal tracts of mammals. Presence in water is an indicator of pollution and possible contamination by disease causing organisms.
	Siltation
Sediment from land-disturbing activities that has been transported offsite and is suspended in surface water. (2) The process of silt settling out of the water to the bottom of a water body or wetland.

	Phosphorous

An essential chemical food element. Excess phosphorous  in a water body can cause too much algal growth, reducing the oxygen available for other aquatic life and resulting in fish kills or long-term loss of fish populations.
	Heavy Metals

Metallic elements with high atomic weights, like mercury, chromium, cadmium, arsenic, and lead. They can damage living things at low concentrations and tend to accumulate in the food chain.

	Assimilation Capacity

A body of water’s ability to purify itself of pollutants.
	Reservoir

Any holding area, natural or artificial, used to control or store water.

	Atrazine
An herbicide that enters waterways via runoff from row crops such as corn. According to the EPA, potential health effects include cardiovascular system and reproductive problems.
	Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs)
Mixtures of man-made chemicals with similar chemical structures. Due to their non-flammability, chemical stability, high boiling point and electrical insulating properties, PCBs were used in hundreds of industrial and commercial applications until 1977. Potential health effects include immune deficiencies, increased risk of cancer, and reproductive or nervous system difficulties.

	Benzene
Benzene is a clear, colorless aromatic liquid used as a building block for making plastics, rubber, resins and synthetic fabrics like nylon and polyester. Other uses include: as a solvent in printing, paints, dry cleaning, etc. It enters our waterways through discharge from factories and leaching from gas storage tanks and landfills. Potential health effects include anemia and an increase in cancer.
	Endocrine Disruptors
A variety of chemicals that inadvertently disrupt the endocrine systems of animals. There is strong evidence that chemical exposure has been associated with adverse developmental and reproductive effects on fish and wildlife in particular locations. The relationship of human diseases of the endocrine system and exposure to environmental contaminants, however, is poorly understood and scientifically controversial.

	National Primary Drinking Water Standards
Under the authority of the Safe Drinking Water Act, the EPA set these standards for maximum levels of 90 contaminants in drinking water. Water suppliers must meet these standards for public drinking water systems to ensure the drinking water is safe.
	Safe Drinking Water Act
The 1974 federal law that ensures the quality of Americans' drinking water.  Under SDWA, EPA sets standards for drinking water quality and oversees the states, localities, and water suppliers who implement those standards.


	Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
In July of 1970, the White House and Congress worked together to establish the EPA in response to the growing public demand for cleaner water, air and land. Prior to the establishment of the EPA, the federal government was not structured to make a coordinated attack on the pollutants that harm human health and degrade the environment. The EPA was assigned the task of repairing the damage already done to the natural environment and to establish new criteria to guide Americans in making a cleaner environment a reality.
	Global Warming
Global warming is the sustained increase in the average temperature of the earth's atmosphere. Human activity contributes to this change through the buildup of heat-trapping greenhouse gases. Over time, this increase may be sufficient to cause climatic change, including raising sea levels, altering precipitation patterns and changing water supplies and crop yields.

	Hydrosphere
The hydrosphere is the liquid water component of the Earth. It includes the oceans, seas, lakes, ponds, rivers and streams. The hydrosphere covers about 70% of the surface of the Earth and is the home for many plants and animals.
	Instream Flow
The minimum amount of water required in a stream to maintain the existing aquatic resources and associated wildlife and riparian habitat.

	Salinization
The condition in which the salt content of soil accumulates over time to above the normal level; occurs in some parts of the world where water containing a high salt concentration evaporates from fields irrigated with standing water.
	Xeriscape
A form of landscaping that utilizes a variety of indigenous and drought tolerant plants, shrubs, and groundcover. 

	Water Allocation
A hydrologic system in which there are multiple users or demands for water, the process of measuring a specific amount of water devoted to a given purpose. 
	Potable Water
Suitable, safe, or prepared for drinking.


