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Public hearing for Duke Energy’s Sutton permit moved to Aug. 6  
 

RALEIGH – The N.C. Department of Environment and Natural Resources announced today that the public hearing on a 
proposed water quality permit for Duke Energy Progress’ Sutton Energy Complex has been moved to Aug. 6. 
 
The hearing is being held to receive public comments on the draft modified wastewater and stormwater discharge permit 
for the electrical generating plant, which is west of Wilmington in New Hanover County.  
 
Modifications to the permit were prompted by DENR’s reclassification of Sutton Lake from “treatment unit” to the “waters 
of the State.” Wastewater and stormwater discharges from the facility flow to Sutton Lake.  
 
Under federal law, reclassification of the receiving waters requires a major modification to the facility’s National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System, or NPDES, permit. The permit modification also includes requirements for dewatering 
existing coal ash ponds at the facility to prepare for removal of the ash and the establishment of a new wastewater outfall. 
 
The public hearing will be held at 6 p.m. Aug. 6 at the Cape Fear Community College’s Union Station Auditorium, 502 
North Front St., Wilmington. Speaker registration will begin at 5 p.m. 
 
The public hearing was originally scheduled for Aug. 5, but had to be changed to Aug. 6 because a Wilmington newspaper 
failed to publish the required notice 30 days in advance of the hearing as they were directed to do by DENR. 
 
The draft wastewater permit modification and related documents are available online at: 
http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/guest/duke-npdes-permits. Printed copies of the draft permit and related documents may be 
reviewed at the department’s Wilmington Regional Office. To make an appointment to review the documents, please call 
910-796-7215.   
 
Public comment on the draft permit modification should be mailed to: Wastewater Permitting, 1617 Mail Service Center, 
Raleigh, N.C., 27699-1617. 
 
Public comments may also be submitted by email to: publiccomments@ncdenr.gov. Please be sure to include “Sutton” in 
the email’s subject line.  
 
The public comment period for the draft modified permit ends Aug. 6. 
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