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State issues key water certification for coal ash reuse projects  
 

RALEIGH - State environmental officials have approved water quality certifications for projects that will enable coal 
ash to be reused in open pit mines in Chatham and Lee counties. 
 
Today’s announcement is a key step toward the state’s initiative to close coal ash ponds and move ash away from 
waterways in North Carolina.     
 
The N.C. Department of Environment and Natural Resources on July 31 issued Green Meadows LLC an individual 
401 water quality certification for impacts to streams and federal wetlands, and a general permit for impacts to state 
wetlands for the Brickhaven No. 2 Tract “A” mine in Moncure and the Colon mine in Sanford. The certification 
requires Green Meadows to provide compensatory mitigation for impacts to water resources and puts in place many 
other conditions aimed at protecting streams and wetlands during the projects.   
 
The company plans to remove coal ash from several Duke Energy facilities for use as structural fill in the open-pit 
clay mines in Chatham and Lee counties. Engineered, protective liners will be installed in the pits before the coal ash 
is deposited. The liners are designed to capture leachate and prevent coal ash contaminants from reaching 
groundwater. 
 
In March, DENR announced the opening of a 60-day public comment period on the 401 water quality certification. 
During that period, public hearings were held in Chatham and Lee counties to obtain additional public input that was 
used to shape the final certification. The 401 water quality certification corresponds with the federal 404 permit issued 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which is required for land-disturbing activities that may impact streams or 
wetlands. The approval requires Green Meadows LLC to follow certification conditions for coal ash reuse projects at 
both the Brickhaven and Colon mines.    
 
The water quality certification is one of several state environmental permissions required before Green Meadows LLC 
and Charah, Inc. can carry out the coal ash reuse projects. In June, DENR issued the necessary permits and permit 
modification approvals to allow coal ash reuse projects to move forward at the Lee and Chatham counties sites. 
 
The projects will require a federal 404 permit that regulates the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the 
United States, including wetlands. The permit application is currently under review by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.  
 
The 401 Water Quality Certification and general permit can be found online at: 
http://its.enr.state.nc.us/Weblink8/0/doc/293957/Page1.aspx.  
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