TOWN OF KURE BEACH

PUBLIC WORKS

DEPARTMENT

WATER

CONSERVATION

       ORDINANCE
TOWN OF KURE BEACH

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

WATER CONSERVATION ORDINANCE
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR CONSERVATION OF WATER DURING A WATER SHORTAGE, AND FOR RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF WATER DURING MORE SEVERE SHORTAGES.


BE IT ORDAINED by the Town of Kure Beach Board of Commissioners that a water shortage shall be deemed to exist when water demand by customers connected to the Town of Kure Beach Public Works Department (KBPWD) water system reaches the point where continued or increased demand will equal or exceed the system supply and transmission capabilities.  When demand results in the condition whereby customers cannot be supplied with water to protect their health and safety then the demand must be substantially curtailed to relieve the water shortage.

I. Authorization


In the event it appears that water demand on the KBPWD water system may exceed supply and transmission capabilities, the Director shall recommend to the Town Council of the Town of Kure Beach that voluntary water conservation be implemented.  The Mayor, following consultation with the Town Council, shall declare a Stage I Water Shortage Condition Advisory requesting voluntary water conservation by consumers.  In the event that voluntary conservation measures fail to relieve the demand on the system the Mayor shall enact a Stage II or Stage III Water Shortage Condition.  In the absence of the Mayor, the Public Works Director will enact water shortage measures.
II. Notification

          Upon activation of water conservation measures, emails will be sent to employees and members of the list serve, notices will be placed on municipal buildings, on water bills and on the town’s website. Required water shortage response measures will be communicated through notices on the town’s website and in the local newspaper (Pleasure Island News).

III. Levels of Response

A. Stage I-Voluntary
      Stage I will be implemented when water supply conditions indicate a potential for shortage.  Conservation measures will be encouraged and recommended and education efforts will be increased with conservation tips on the town’s website and in email communications to employees and water system users. 

     The following guidelines shall apply and the public shall be encouraged to adhere to the following:

· Limit car washing to the minimum.

· Limit lawn and garden watering to that, which is necessary for plants to survive.

· Do not wash down outside areas such as sidewalks, patios, parking lots, service bays or aprons, etc.

· Do not leave faucets running while shaving or rinsing dishes.

· Water shrubbery to the minimum required reusing household water when possible.

· Limit use of clothes washers and dish washers and when used, operate fully loaded.

· Use of showers for bathing, rather than bathtub and limit showers to no more than four (4) minutes.

· Limit flushing of toilets by multiple usage.

· The use of disposable and biodegradable dishes is encouraged.

· The use of flow restrictive and water saving devices.

· Limit hours of operation of water cooled air conditioners.

· All residents, businesses, and institutions are requested to temporarily delay new landscape work until the water shortage has ended.

B. Stage II-Mandatory

Stage II Mandatory restrictions will be implemented when water supply conditions are significantly lower than the seasonal norm and water shortage conditions are expected to persist. In exercising the authority for declaring a water shortage condition, consideration shall be given to water storage levels and available sources of supply, available usable storage on hand, drawdown rates, the projected supply capability, outlook for precipitation, daily water use patterns and availability of water from other sources. 

In the event a Stage I Water Shortage Condition is in effect and demand increases equal or exceeds the system supply a Stage II Water Shortage Condition may be proclaimed.  In addition to the voluntary guidelines already in effect, it shall be unlawful to use water supplied by the KBPWD water system in the following manner:

· To water lawns, grass, shrubbery, trees, flowers and vegetable gardens.

· To fill newly constructed swimming and/or wading pools or refill swimming and/or wading pools which have been drained.

· To wash automobiles, trucks, trailers, boards, airplanes, or any other type of mobile equipment, including commercial washing.

· To wash down outside areas such as streets, driveways, service station aprons, parking lots, office building, exteriors of existing or newly constructed homes or apartments, sidewalks, or patios, or to use water for other similar purposes.

· To use water from public or private fire hydrants for any purpose other than fire suppression or other public emergency.

· To operate or induce water into any ornamental fountain, pool or pond or other structure making similar use of water.

· To serve drinking water in restaurants, cafeterias, or other food establishments, except upon request.

· To operate water cooled air conditioners or other equipment that does not recycle cooling water, except when health and safety are adversely affected.

· To use water for any unnecessary purpose or to intentionally waste water.


C. Stage III-Emergency

Stage III Emergency Reductions will be implemented when water supply conditions are substantially diminished and pose an imminent threat to human health or environmental integrity. In exercising the authority for declaring a water shortage condition consideration shall be given to water storage levels and available sources of supply, available usable storage, on hand, drawdown rates, the projected supply capability, outlook for precipitation, daily water use patterns and availability of water from other sources. 

In the event a Stage II Water Shortage Condition exists and water usage exceeds the system supply, then a Stage III Water Shortage Condition may be declared.  In addition to the restrictions for Stage I and Stage II Water Shortage Conditions the following restrictions shall also apply:

· Induce water into any pool.

· Use water outside a structure for any use other than an emergency involving a fire.

· Fire protection to be maintained by drafting of ponds, rivers, etc. wherever possible.

· The use of disposable utensils and plates is encouraged and recommended at all eating establishments.

· To operate an evaporative air conditioner which recycles water except during operating hours of business.

IV. Triggers

	Stage
	Well Operating Conditions

	1
	20% reduction of well capacity for 24 hour period

	2
	40% reduction of well capacity for 24 hour period

	3
	60% reduction of well capacity for 24 hour period


Return to Normal
When water shortage conditions have abated and the situation is returning to normal, water conservation measures employed during each phase should be decreased in reverse order of implementation. Permanent measures directed toward long-term monitoring and conservation should be implemented or continued so that the community will be in a better position to prevent shortages and respond to recurring water shortage conditions.
V.  Enforcement

     The provisions of the water shortage response plan will be enforced by the Town of Kure Beach Public Works Department and police personnel. Violators may be reported to the e-mail contact listed on the town’s website. A citation system will be administered by as follows:

	Water Shortage Level
	First Violation
	Second Violation
	Third Violation

	Stage I
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	Stage II
	Warning
	$250
	Discontinuation of service

	Stage III
	$250
	$500
	Discontinuation of service


VI. Public Comment

     This plan will be made available for public review prior to approval of any revisions by the Town Council. Revisions to the plan will be posted on the town’s website at least 30 days prior to adoption. This will allow time for public comment and input.

VII. Variance Protocols

     Variances to the restrictions outlined in this plan must be submitted in writing  and may be granted at the discretion of the Public Works Director based on the impact on water demand, essential use of drinking water, duration of the variance, alternatives to the variance, social and economic importance, prevention of structural damage, and any other factors deemed important.

VIII. Effectiveness and Revision
     The Public Works Director will review the effectiveness of the Water Shortage Response Plan each time the plan is activated. The plan will be reviewed a minimum of every five years, even if not activated, in conjunction with the updating of the Local Water Supply Plan. Recommendations will be made as deemed appropriate to the Kure Beach Town Council. Effectiveness will be measured based upon several factors, including frequency of activation, attainment of desired reductions, and the number of violations. The Town of Kure Beach Public Works Director is responsible for revisions.
This plan was reviewed and updated by Jimmy Mesimer, Director of Public Works in May 2023.
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Everywhere?

Water should NOT be everywhere.  It is a valuable resource that must be conserved so that we have plenty of water to drink – for today and for the future.  Here are some easy things that you, as a citizen of Town of Newport, can do to help conserve water each and every day - they may even lower your monthly water bill too!
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Bathrooms

· Don’t let the water run while brushing your teeth or shaving
· Periodically check toilets and faucets for leaks and repair immediately
· Save water by taking short showers (5 minutes is a good rule of thumb) instead of tub baths
· [image: image3.wmf]Install low-flow fixtures (toilets, faucets, etc.)





Kitchens and Laundries

· Keep drinking water in the refrigerator instead of letting the faucet run until the water is cold
· Use a dishpan for washing and rinsing dishes
· Operate the dishwasher only when it is completely full
· Use the correct water level or load size setting on the washing machine
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Outdoors

·   Sweep driveways, sidewalks, and steps rather using a garden hose to clean them
· When using a garden hose, use a spray nozzle that shuts off the water when the hose is not in use
· Periodically check irrigation/sprinkler systems for leaks and repair immediately
· Use mulch around plants to reduce the evaporation of water
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Thank you for your cooperation in helping to conserve and protect the Town of Kure Beach’s drinking water supply. 

