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Due to concerns about impacts to the Carolina Heelsplitter, a federally listed
endangered mussel, the EMC removed Goose Creek from the area to be served by
the IBT.



Background Information

Condition 3 of the certificate states:

The Goose Creek subbasin in Mecklenburg County is removed from
the area to be served by the IBT. A moratorium on the installation
of new interbasin transfer water lines (water lines crossing the
ridgeline) into Goose Creek subbasin is in effect until the impacts of
additional urban growth on the endangered species are fully
evaluated. This moratorium will not impact CMUD’s ability to fully
utilize existing water lines. The Division of Water Resources shall have
the authority to grant exemptions for reason of public health and
safety for dwellings existing on or before March 14, 2002.




Background Information

From the 2002 EA in support of the IBT Petition:

“The IBT associated with future water service into the Goose
Creek watershed ... is being addressed in a separate SEPA
document and is not addressed in this EA.”

... Thus no portion of Goose Creek is within the study area”

..._The requested IBT of 33 MGD does not include transfers
associated with the Goose Creek watershed...”



Background Information

Actions taken place since 2002

= Town of Mint Hill Post Construction Storm Water Ordinance
(June 2007)

= Mecklenburg County Parks and Recreation Greenway Plan
(2008)

= 15A NCAC 2B .0600-.0609 Site Specific Water Quality
Management Plan for the Goose Creek Watershed (Feb
2009)

= CMUD Goose Creek Watershed Management Plan (Oct 2009)

= Goose Creek Water Quality Recovery Program for the Fecal
Coliform TMDL, Mecklenburg Co Storm Water Services (Nov
2009)



Background Information

CMUD is currently in compliance with all certificate conditions

= |n the Goose Creek Watershed, DWR has approved
emergency connections to five separate residences since
2002, addressing wells that were either contaminated or
providing inadequate amounts of water.

= CMUD is currently transferring 56% of the amount allowed
by the IBT certificate (13.11 MGD avg, 18.82 max in 2011)



CMUD has begun developing a SEPA document
(Environmental Assessment) to satisfy Condition 3 by
demonstrating that the impacts of urban growth on the
Heelsplitter have been evaluated and will be mitigated.



Reopener Process

i

Modification via reopener

1) CMUD is not requesting an increase in the amount of the IBT
2) Reopener is possible based on conditions 3 and 4 of IBT certificate

3. The Goose Creek subbasin in Mecklenburg County is removed from the area to be served by the
IBT. A moratorium on the installation of new interbasin transfer water lines (water lines crossing
the ridgeline) into Goose Creek subbasin is in effect until the impacts of additional growth urban
growth on the endangered species are fully evaluated. This moratorium will not impact Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Utility’s ability to fully utilize existing water lines. The Division of Water
Resources shall have the authority to grant exemptions for reasons of public health and safety for
dwellings existing on or before March 14, 2002.

4. If either the EA 1s found at a later date to be incorrect or new information becomes available such
that the environmental impacts associated with this transfer are substantially different from those
projected impacts that formed the basis for the above Findings of Fact and this certificate, the
Commission may reopen the certificate to adjust the existing conditions or require new conditions
to ensure that the detriments continue to be mitigated to a reasonable degree.




Reopener Process
Step 1: SEPA

Draft EA was submitted for DWR internal review in
December 2011.

Revised draft will be sent through internal DENR review (Nov
2012).

Package will be sent to State Clearinghouse for full review
and 30-day public comment.

DWR will hold a public hearing to receive additional
comments (extended notice will be provided).

EA will be updated based on comments. If the document
satisfies a FONSI, the SEPA process will be completed.



Reopener Process
Step 2: EMC Action

= EA package and formal request to remove condition will be brought
before the WAC and EMC.

= The EMC will be asked to modify or remove Condition 3 from the IBT
certificate on the basis that the FONSI was issued and the impacts of
additional growth have been fully evaluated.



Questions?

Toya.F.Ogallo@ncdenr.gov
(919)707-9023



